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Democrats should use 2023 to define the terms of the debate. Get loud by amplifying positive stories and calling out 
the BS spewing out from the MAGA mess. Begin a drumbeat of paid communication talking to voters that are not tuned in 
day to day (page 71-73). Breaking through the negative sentiment machine is tough, but doable. 

Focus on 3 Big Items: 

• Made in America. Biden-Harris and Democrats have made historic investments in infrastructure, including 
CHIPS, Climate Change, and Made in America initiatives. All Democrats and allied groups need to hammer this 
home. The data shows it is popular, but Democrats are not breaking through with key voters. (page 18-26) 

• Cost of Living. Communicating how Biden-Harris and Democrats are looking out for working families and fighting 
to lower costs is crucial. Cracking down on junk fees is great, but Democrats should also focus on corruption to 
build voter trust. Further, it is always important to pivot to how Republicans have voted against or blocked 
solutions to lower costs like $35 dollar insulin and gas prices. (page 27-33)

• Extremism. Republicans are viewed as more extreme than Democrats by 5 points - including 7 points with 
independent voters, 22 points with suburban women, and 27 points with voters 18-34. Democrats should 
continue to drive this wedge. (page 34-41)

All Democrats need to learn 5 words quickly, “Extreme MAGA Bully Ron DeSantis.” 

The Big Items
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• Yes, President Biden is old, and the voters are reluctant. But, as President Biden says, “Don’t compare me to the almighty, 
compare me to the alternative.” Let’s do that:

• Trump: Hair dye cannot change that Trump is nearly the same age as Biden. Trump has done nothing to bring one new voter into 
his camp. Many of his circle have been indicted or turned on him, and that’s without sweeping January 6th under the rug,  the 
Trump/Kushner/Saudi deal, Clorox for Coronavirus, and the laundry list of controversies that Americans have already rejected after 
his only electoral college win. Plus, FOX News is desperate to move on from Trump. Advantage: Biden. 

• DeSantis: The data is clear that voters reject Extreme MAGA Bully Ron DeSantis’s record. The prince of Fox News, DeSantis 
practically launched the MAGA movement when he co-founded the extreme Freedom Caucus while in 
Congress – a time in his life he seems to want to hide. Battleground voters reject his version of freedom. They oppose his six-week 
abortion ban, overwhelmingly reject banning books, oppose regulating political free speech and oppose permit-less carry of AR-
15s. The number one issue is the skyrocketing cost of living, which is spiking in Florida.

• Most voters do not know that DeSantis was a member of Congress and voted on the extreme agenda that 
resulted in Democrats gaining 41 seats in 2018. DeSantis voted for the Trump Tax Scam and tried to gut the Affordable 
Healthcare Act. DeSantis might wilt in the spotlight, and the best-kept secret is that Charlie Crist demolished DeSantis on the 
debate stage the only time Crist was allowed near him. Advantage: Democrats. (The data shows a difficult and narrow 
path for Biden in a Biden v. DeSantis matchup. It is not favorable, but with proper investment, a soft Republican 
underbelly exists on extremism) 

If President Biden were to not seek re-election, Democrats can be thankful for a deep and talented bench.  Democrats must 
focus on the current reality to ensure that Biden-Harris is re-elected so that Democrats continue to deliver for the people. 

2024 Begins to Take Shape
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The information presented is based on Future Majority’s analysis of survey responses from more than 180,000 voters, primarily in
battleground states and congressional districts. Most recently, Future Majority/Change Research surveyed 4,356 voters in Nevada, Ohio, 
and Pennsylvania (February 25 - March 1, 2023) and 3,683 voters in Pennsylvania and Competitive Congressional Districts (January 13-17, 2023) 
to dig deep into what battleground voters about the issues and leaders following the midterm elections. Future Majority also surveyed 1,923 
voters in 34 competitive congressional districts on November 16-21, 2022. You can read our report following the midterms here. 

https://futuremajority.org/wp-content/uploads/FM-Nov-2022-Playbook.pdf


Dismantling DeSantis
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Again, Democrats Need to Learn the Words “Extreme MAGA Bully Ron DeSantis”



First, Unite the Dems Against DeSantis (% A Lot of Concern)
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Being an extreme MAGA bully concerns Dems the most

4,356 Voters – Nevada, Ohio, Pennsylvania – February 25-March 1, 2023



By Exposing Him (Somewhat disapprove/Not sure - Biden’s Job)

7

The least appealing aspects of DeSantis’ personality are becoming better known with these swing voters.

Negative Traits

4,356 Voters – Nevada, Ohio, Pennsylvania – February 25-March 1, 2023



Disagreement with DeSantis Positions as Florida Governor

8

% Disagree

Voters disagree with him most on costs, book bans, choice, and excessive government 

4,356 Voters – Nevada, Ohio, Pennsylvania – February 25-March 1, 2023



Disagreement with DeSantis Positions as Florida Governor
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Book bans and abortion generate the most intensity when voters choose with what they disagree

% Choosing as the top concern

4,356 Voters – Nevada, Ohio, Pennsylvania – February 25-March 1, 2023



Disagreement with DeSantis Positions as Congressman
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% Disagree

Health care rises to the top of the list of things that bothers voters about his record in Congress

4,356 Voters – Nevada, Ohio, Pennsylvania – February 25-March 1, 2023



Disagreement with DeSantis Positions as Congressman
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Health care rises to the top of the list of things that bothers voters about his record in Congress

% Choosing as the top concern

4,356 Voters – Nevada, Ohio, Pennsylvania – February 25-March 1, 2023



Voters Move When They Hear about DeSantis
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A 5-Point Shift Determines Who Wins Battleground States 

4,356 Voters – Nevada, Ohio, Pennsylvania – February 25-March 1, 2023



Democrats Must Counter DeSantis/GOP on Freedom
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“The Republican Party talks a lot about freedom, but they only value 
freedom when it comes to their supporters and not anyone who 
disagrees with them.”

1928 voters in close US House districts, November 16-21, 2022

Previous Future Majority voter 
research shows that the key issue 
value that moves voters is 
Freedom. To ensure that 
Democrats move enough voters, 
they should fight tooth and nail 
with DeSantis over the meaning of 
freedom on the issues. Democrats 
must challenge the DeSantis 
vision of freedom. This will be the 
value that defines 2024. 

70% of Democrats and Independents in a similar poll 
from August 2022 agreed with the statement: “The 
Republican Party talks a lot about freedom, but their 
idea of freedom is like the rest of their ideas – stuck in 
the 1700’s.” 



Freedom Moves Voters
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CO/NC/PA-17/NY -3,4,17,18,19,22 – Oct 4-8, 2022

This chart looks at the impact of trust of 
the political groups on a variety of issues 

and the likelihood of supporting a 
Democrat for 
U.S. House.

To do this, we did a marginal effects 
regression. The process tries to isolate the 
impact of each variable on the likelihood 

of supporting a Democrat. If someone 
moves from trusting Republicans to 

trusting Democrats, the coefficient tells us 
how much that increases the likelihood of 

supporting Democrats. The y-axis that 
goes up and down is the coefficient of 

each variable in this regression. The items 
at the top of the chart strongly impact the 
vote. The items at the bottom of the chart 

have little to no impact on the vote. If 
someone goes from trusting Republicans 

to Democrats on “protecting individual 
freedoms,” that will have a substantially 

larger impact on the vote than if someone 
moves from trusting Republicans to 

Democrats on “making the US a global 
tech leader in innovation.” The items to 

the right are issues voters trust Democrats 
more. The items to the left are issues 

voters trust Republicans more.

The main points are that a) Democrats are 
not more trusted than Republicans on 

protecting individual freedoms, and b) if 
Democrats are able to move voters’ trust 
on this measure, it will move voters to 

support Democrats more than any other 
issue.
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Whom Do You Trust More? (Somewhat disapprove/Not sure - Biden’s Job)

4,356 Voters – Nevada, Ohio, Pennsylvania – February 25-March 1, 2023



Agreement with Freedom Statements (% Strongly Agree)

16
1928 voters in close US House districts, November 16-21, 2022



Contact: 
Mark Riddle at Mark.Riddle@FutureMajority.org
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