L. JEFFREY HAGOOD

Attorney L. Jeffrey Hagood was nominated by President Donald Trump to the Tennessee Valley Authority
Board of Directors in 2025. He has previously represented, or otherwise been involved with, athletes from
the University of Tennessee facing allegations including assault, and in 2016 appeared on a list of
attorneys that the University distributed to athletes. Hagood is also a significant proponent of, and
fundraiser for, Knox County Mayor and former WWE wrestler, Glenn Jacobs, who has faced state
investigations into his (and his staff’s) improper use of state resources to execute work at their private
residences.

HIGHLIGHTS:

e Trump nominated Knoxville area attorney Jeff Hagood to the Tennessee Valley Authority Board
of Directors in 2025.

e Hagood has close ties to the University of Tennessee, and has represented UT athletes in a
slate of cases, including cases involving allegations of sexual assault and rape.

e Hagood was one of six lawyers who appeared on what seems to be a “short list” of state-based
attorneys that the University of Tennessee distributed to athletes.

e Hagood has been a significant fundraiser and advocate for Knox County Mayor Glenn Jacobs,
who is a former WWE wrestler and who has faced state investigations for improper use of
county staff and resources.

PROFESSIONAL TIMELINE

e 2013-Present: Hagood Moody Hodge PLC, Partner
2021-Present: Knoxville Sports Authority, Board Member
e 1993-2013: Hagood, Tarpy, Cox PLC, Partner

| FLAGS

2025: TRUMP NOMINATED JEFF HAGOOD FOR THE TENNESSEE VALLEY
AUTHORITY BOARD OF DIRECTORS

2025: Trump Nominated Attorney Jeff Hagood For The Tennessee Valley Authority Board Of
Directors. “Knoxville lawyer Jeff Hagood has been nominated to the Tennessee Valley Authority Board of
Directors by President Donald Trump.” [Knox News, 7/1/25]

e Hagood Is Reportedly Close With U.S. Senator Marsha Blackburn And U.S. Rep. Chuck
Fleischmann. “Knoxville will now have a resident serving on the board with attorney Jeff Hagood
being appointed. Hagood is close to U.S. Rep. Chuck Fleischmann and U.S. Sen. Marsha
Blackburn. Hagood met with Trump in the Oval Office on this matter.” [Knox News, 7/21/25]

Hagood Is A Partner At Hagood Moody Hodge PLC. “Hagood is a partner at Hagood Moody Hodge
PLC and serves on the Knoxville Sports Authority Board. He also led the fundraising for Knox County
Mayor Glenn Jacobs’ Big Red PAC as he was considering running for Tennessee governor.” [Knox News,
7/1/25]


https://www.knoxnews.com/story/news/local/2025/07/01/trump-nominates-tennesseans-tva-board-jeff-hagood-lee-beaman-mitch-graves/84432113007/
https://www.knoxnews.com/story/shopper-news/south-knox/2025/07/21/opinion-astonishingly-tva-board-has-no-women-or-black-members/84537391007/?gnt-cfr=1&gca-cat=pp&gca-ds=override
https://www.knoxnews.com/story/news/local/2025/07/01/trump-nominates-tennesseans-tva-board-jeff-hagood-lee-beaman-mitch-graves/84432113007/

HAGOOD WAS A SUPPORTER OF KNOX COUNTY MAYOR GLENN JACOBS, A FORMER
WWE STAR WHO WAS INVESTIGATED BY THE STATE FOR IMPROPER USE OF A
COUNTY EQUIPMENT AND STAFF

HAGOOD LED FUNDRAISING FOR A PRO-JACOBS PAC AHEAD OF A
POTENTIAL RUN FOR TENNESSEE GOVERNOR

Hagood Led The Fundraising For Potential Gubernatorial Candidate, And Knox County Mayor,
Glenn Jacobs. “Hagood is a partner at Hagood Moody Hodge PLC and serves on the Knoxville Sports
Authority Board. He also led the fundraising for Knox County Mayor Glenn Jacobs’ Big Red PAC as he
was considering running for Tennessee governor.” [Knox News, 7/1/25]

e Glenn Jacobs Is A Former WWE Wrestler And The Mayor Of Knox County, Tennessee.
“Prior to being elected Mayor of Knox County, Glenn spent more than 20 years as a professional
wrestler, most notably as WWE Superstar and three-time world champion Kane.” [Jacobs for
Mayor, Accessed 9/5/25]

JACOBS WAS INVESTIGATED FOR IMPROPER USE OF A COUNTY GOLF CART,
FORCING COUNTY EMPLOYEES TO WORK FROM HIS HOME, AND TELLING
EMPLOYEES TO LIE TO INVESTIGATORS

Glenn Jacobs Was Accused Of Forcing State Employees To Work At His Personal Home, And
Asking Employees To Lie To State Investigators. “Knox County Mayor Glenn Jacobs asked county
employees to work at his home while they were on the clock, pressured a department head to lie to state
investigators and cursed at him when he wouldn’t do it, according to a federal lawsuit the county settled
by agreeing to pay $150,000 to former parks and recreation director Paul White.” [Knox News, 11/29/22]

e Glenn Jacobs’ Mayoral Chief Of Staff, Bryan Hair, Resigned As A Result Of Allegations He
Used A County Golf Cart At His Home. “The 134-page document details a tumultuous period in
late 2020 when Jacobs' chief of staff, Bryan Hair, was accused of using a county golf cart at his
home. Hair resigned, but the fallout led to an investigation by the state of Tennessee.” [Knox

News, 11/29/22

A State Investigation Revealed That County Employees Were Also Being Used To Do Work At
Hair’s And Hair’s Executive Assistant’s Personal Homes. “The investigation turned up more problems
than the illegal golf cart use. The state uncovered work county employees did at Hair's home, as well as
at the homes of White and of Hair's executive assistant.” [Knox News, 11/29/22]

JACOBS WROTE AN OP-ED THAT WAS CRITICAL OF WORKERS AND
CONSUMERS FOR INCREASED INSURANCE COSTS, LAMENTING THE PRE-WAR
PERIOD WHEN INSURANCE ONLY COVERED CATASTROPHIC EVENTS

Glenn Jacobs Penned An Oped With A Beacon Center Staffer Lamenting That Insurance Should
Only Cover Catastrophic Events. “Knox County Mayor Glenn Jacobs, perhaps better known as the
wrestler Kane, recently penned a column, joining with Justin Owen of the Beacon Center, the go-to place
for right-wingers seeking material to support a predetermined conclusion. The column in the Knoxville
News Sentinel could be dismissed as just another radical rightwing piece of blather, but Jacobs is widely
known to harbor ambitions to become Tennessee’s governor. Thus, we need to grapple with what that
column reveals. [...] Jacobs and Owen write glowingly of a time before World War Il when they were
pleased that insurance only covered catastrophic events. The authors blamed workers (perhaps those
pesky unions played a role, too) in seeking health insurance as part of their benefits. With third party
insurers, Jacobs and Owen lament that consumers have little incentive to control costs. They even have
the temerity to compare health insurance coverage of your family to car insurance.” [Tennessee Lookout,
10/05/23]



https://www.knoxnews.com/story/news/local/2025/07/01/trump-nominates-tennesseans-tva-board-jeff-hagood-lee-beaman-mitch-graves/84432113007/
https://jacobsformayor.com/meet-glenn/
https://www.knoxnews.com/story/news/politics/2022/11/29/glenn-jacob-knox-county-employees-worked-at-house-lawsuit-says/69658597007/
https://www.knoxnews.com/story/news/politics/2022/11/29/glenn-jacob-knox-county-employees-worked-at-house-lawsuit-says/69658597007/
https://www.knoxnews.com/story/news/politics/2022/11/29/glenn-jacob-knox-county-employees-worked-at-house-lawsuit-says/69658597007/
https://tennesseelookout.com/2023/10/05/unlike-what-glenn-jacobs-says-health-insurance-is-not-like-car-insurance/

e The Beacon Center Is Tennessee’s State Policy Network Affiliate. “The Beacon Center of
Tennessee (BCT, formerly the Tennessee Center for Policy Research) describes itself as ‘an
independent, nonprofit and nonpartisan research and educational institute dedicated to providing
concerned citizens, the media and public leaders with expert research and timely free market
policy solutions to public policy issues in Tennessee.’[1] BCT is a member of the State Policy
Network (SPN).” [SourceWatch, Accessed 3/19/24]

HAGOOD WAS ON A SHORT LIST OF LAWYERS THE UNIVERSITY OF
TENNESSEE GAVE TO ATHLETES ACCUSED OF MISCONDUCT, INCLUDING
SEXUAL ASSAULT, RETRIBUTION, AND MORE

HAGOOD HAS CLOSE TIES TO THE UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE AND
APPEARED ON A SHORTLIST UT GAVE TO UNIVERSITY ATHLETES IN 2016

Hagood Appeared On A Shortlist The University Handed To University Athletes In 2016. “The
University of Tennessee provides student-athletes with a list of attorneys for possible legal representation
— a service the university won't say whether it provides to other students. The one-page list, obtained by
the News Sentinel through a public records request, includes six lawyers, all UT College of Law
graduates. Two are former UT athletes, and two have served on the UT athletics board. Four of the
lawyers have represented UT football players in roughly the past year. Their clients were all listed in a
federal Title IX lawsuit against UT, either as accused of sexual assault or as contributors to ongoing
issues that plaintiffs say contributed to a hostile sexual environment. On the list of attorneys are Jeff
Hagood, Don Bosch, Chris Coffey, Tim Priest, Dennis Francis and Gregory P. Isaacs.” [Knox News,
5/04/16]

e In Response To The Report Hagood Said “It Is No Secret That | Love My University.”
“Hagood said in an email he was unaware of the list, and ‘it is no secret that | love my university.’
He said his relationships at UT are long and deep. He gave the example of setting up a meeting
with a potential donor on the request of a department head.” [Knox News, 5/04/16]

Hagood Was Formerly A Member Of The UT Athletics Board And President Of The Knoxville
Quarterback Club. “Hagood, the president of the Knoxville Quarterback Club and a past member of the
UT Athletics Board, represents former linebacker Curt Maggitt, who is accused in the lawsuit of punching
former wide receiver Drae Bowles in the face over Bowles helping the accuser in the aggravated rape
case against former linebacker A.J. Johnson and former defensive back Michael Williams.” [Knox News,
5/04/16]

e The Knoxville Quarterback Club Honors “Vol Heroes From Years Gone.” “The Knoxville
Quarterback Club recognizes weekly high school athletes, officials and Vol heros from years
gone. This is all at Calhoun’s on the River noon until 1:00, eating from a delicious, special picked
Quarterback buffet.” [Knoxville Quarterback Club, Accessed 9/10/25]

HAGOOD HAS REPRESENTED, OR OTHERWISE BEEN INVOLVED WITH THE
CASES OF, MULTIPLE UT FOOTBALL PLAYERS

Two Girls, Sixteen And Seventeen, Were Assaulted At The University Of Tennessee In 2003. “Police
are investigating accusations that a juvenile girl was sexually assaulted at a Tennessee dormitory that
houses athletes. Tennessee football coach Phillip Fulmer told The Knoxville News Sentinel on Thursday
at least one of his players may have been involved and he was ‘continuing to look into this.™ [Associated
Press, 5/24/03]

Hagood, Along With UT Coach Phillip Fulmer, Met With Friends Of The Accuser. “Tennessee coach
Phillip Fulmer and attorney Jeff Hagood met with the friend of a girl who accused a football player of



https://www.sourcewatch.org/index.php/Beacon_Center_of_Tennessee
https://archive.knoxnews.com/news/local/ut-gives-list-of-lawyers-to-athletes-ncaa-says-not-a-problem-3205778c-b831-5ec8-e053-0100007f0c5c-378159991.html/
https://archive.knoxnews.com/news/local/ut-gives-list-of-lawyers-to-athletes-ncaa-says-not-a-problem-3205778c-b831-5ec8-e053-0100007f0c5c-378159991.html/
https://archive.knoxnews.com/news/local/ut-gives-list-of-lawyers-to-athletes-ncaa-says-not-a-problem-3205778c-b831-5ec8-e053-0100007f0c5c-378159991.html/
https://knoxqbclub.com/about-us/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/news/2003/05/24/police-investigating-possible-sex-assault-at-dorm/28750974007/

sexual assault, the attorney said Monday. The meeting was an attempt to uncover the truth about the
incident, Hagood said.A juvenile girl reported to University of Tennessee police on May 18 she had been
sexually assaulted the night before while visiting a dormitory where primarily athletes live. A rape kit was
obtained at East Tennessee Children’s Hospital, police said.” [Orlando Sentinel, 6/10/03]

Tennessee’s Coach Acknowledged “At Least One One Of His Players” Was Involved In The
Suit. “Tennessee coach Phillip Fulmer and attorney Jeff Hagood met with the friend of a girl who
accused a football player of sexual assault, the attorney said Monday. The meeting was an
attempt to uncover the truth about the incident, Hagood said. A juvenile girl reported to University
of Tennessee police on May 18 she had been sexually assaulted the night before while visiting a
dormitory where primarily athletes live. A rape kit was obtained at East Tennessee Children’s
Hospital, police said. Fulmer later said at least one of his players was involved.” [WDUN, 6/10/03]

Hagood Represented Former UT Linebacker Curt Maggitt, Who Allegedly Punched A Fellow
Teammate In The Face For Supporting Someone Who Accused Two Additional UT Football Players
Of Rape. “Hagood, the president of the Knoxville Quarterback Club and a past member of the UT
Athletics Board, represents former linebacker Curt Maggitt, who is accused in the lawsuit of punching
former wide receiver Drae Bowles in the face over Bowles helping the accuser in the aggravated rape
case against former linebacker A.J. Johnson and former defensive back Michael Williams.” [Knox News,
5/04/16]

Hagood Also Represented UT Football Coach Phillip Fulmer In A 2005 Libel Case That Was
Ultimately Dismissed. “Hagood also represented former UT football coach Phillip Fulmer when Fulmer
was sued on libel and slander grounds in 2005. That lawsuit was dismissed.” [Knox News, 5/04/16]

Hagood Represented Three UT Football Players In An Alcohol-Related Incident In 2006. “Hagood
also represented former Tennessee running back Arian Foster and two other players in an alcohol-related
incident in 2006. Foster and the others pleaded guilty, but the charges were to be expunged after a
completion of probation and community service.” [Knox News, 5/04/16]

HAGOOD CRITICIZED A SCHOOL DISTRICT FOR REMOVING A FOOTBALL
COACH WHEN TWO OF HIS ASSISTANTS WERE CREDIBLY ACCUSED OF
HAVING SEXUAL RELATIONSHIPS, INCLUDING SEXUAL BATTERY AND
STATUTORY RAPE, WITH MINOR STUDENTS

Knox County Removed A High School Football Coach Following Reports That Two Of His
Assistant Coaches Had Committed Sex Crimes...“Knox County Schools announced Tuesday that
West High School's head football coach was relieved of his coaching duties and will be reassigned to
another school after an internal investigation. Head coach Lamar Brown has not been criminally charged
with anything, but was placed on leave weeks ago after an ongoing investigation led to two assistant
coaches at West High being accused of sex crimes.” [WBIR, 6/17/25]

...Jeff Hagood Said He Was “Deeply Disappointed” By The School System’s Decision And That
The Coach Had Done “Nothing Wrong.” “Jeff Hagood, an attorney representing Brown, said he was
‘deeply, deeply disappointed’ by the school system's decision.” [WBIR, 6/17/25]

e The Charges For Both Former Coaches Include Sexual Battery And Statutory Rape
Involving Students. “The charges against former assistant coaches Chad Antwan Brooks and
Richard Scott Shaver include sexual battery as an authority figure and aggravated statutory rape.
Police said the incidents are separate, though both involve students.” [Knox News, 6/27/25]

HAGOOD’S FIRM RECEIVED A NEARLY $20,000 PPP LOAN IN 2021 AND HAS A
PARTNER THAT FORMERLY WORKED FOR THE TENNESSEE VALLEY
AUTHORITY



https://www.orlandosentinel.com/2003/06/10/duke-unc-may-oppose-expansion-2/
https://accesswdun.com/article/2003/6/177694
https://archive.knoxnews.com/news/local/ut-gives-list-of-lawyers-to-athletes-ncaa-says-not-a-problem-3205778c-b831-5ec8-e053-0100007f0c5c-378159991.html/
https://archive.knoxnews.com/news/local/ut-gives-list-of-lawyers-to-athletes-ncaa-says-not-a-problem-3205778c-b831-5ec8-e053-0100007f0c5c-378159991.html/
https://archive.knoxnews.com/news/local/ut-gives-list-of-lawyers-to-athletes-ncaa-says-not-a-problem-3205778c-b831-5ec8-e053-0100007f0c5c-378159991.html/
https://www.wbir.com/article/sports/west-high-schools-head-football-coach-lamar-brown-will-not-return/51-8f011bc4-3637-4021-baca-31101aee483d
https://www.wbir.com/article/sports/west-high-schools-head-football-coach-lamar-brown-will-not-return/51-8f011bc4-3637-4021-baca-31101aee483d
https://www.knoxnews.com/story/sports/high-school/2025/06/17/west-high-school-names-new-football-coach-abuse-scandal-barron-chandler-lamar-brown/84244869007/?gnt-cfr=1&gca-cat=p&gca-uir=true&gca-epti=z119083p118450c118450e006300v119083b00xxxxd11xx65&gca-ft=165&gca-ds=sophi

Hagood’s Firm Received A—Now Forgiven—$19,845 PPP Loan In 2021. [ProPublica, Accessed
9/10/25]

Fellow Hagood Moody Hodge Attorney Todd Moody Once Worked For The Tennessee Valley
Authority. “Todd J. Moody is an attorney with Hagood Moody Hodge, PLC. His practice areas include
creditor bankruptcy, collections, creditor rights, personal injury and civil litigation, and the representation
of numerous financial institutions, including a substantial number of credit unions in the East Tennessee
area. Mr. Moody was an Equal Opportunity Staff Contract Employee for the Tennessee Valley Authority;
an attorney with Luther, Anderson, Cleary and Ruth in Chattanooga, Tennessee; General Counsel for
Country Wide Truck Service, Inc., then a publicly traded company with approximately $80 million in
assets; and has been a practicing attorney with Hagood Moody Hodge, PLC (formerly Hagood, Tarpy and
Cox) in Knoxville, Tennessee from 1996 to the present.” [Hagood, Moody, Hodge, accessed 9/12/25]

ONE OF HAGOOD'’S POLITICAL PACS FACED A $10,000 FINE FOR FAILURE TO
FILE A FINANCIAL DISCLOSURE

Hagood’s “Fund For A Better Tennessee’ Faced A $10,000 Fine For Failure To File A 2004
Financial Disclosure Report. Jeff Hagood Fund for a Better Tennessee, for failure to file a 2004 2nd
quarter campaign financial disclosure report. Class two (2), no report filed, maximum ten thousand
($10,000) civil penalty. The organization has had no previous matters before the board. On motion by
Fincher, seconded by Murray, the board voted unanimously to issue a show cause notice.” [Tennessee
Registry Of Election Finance, Accessed 9/10/25]



https://projects.propublica.org/coronavirus/bailouts/loans/hagood-moody-hodge-plc-1409428510
https://www.hagoodmoodyhodge.com/member/todd-moody
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/tref/documents/events/2004/2004.10.Minutes.pdf

