MITCH GRAVES

Mitch Graves is a longtime healthcare executive who has been nominated by President Trump to serve
on the board of the Tennessee Valley Authority. Graves currently serves on the board of the Memphis
Light, Gas and Water utility company, which agreed to a deal to provide power to Elon Musk’s xAl
datacenter. The deal requires the utility to upgrade its capacity at a $760,000 cost to taxpayers and
includes a nondisclosure agreement for MLGW leadership. The data center has since been accused of
operating unpermitted, methane-emitting natural gas turbines and worsening the already polluted air
quality in the surrounding county. Graves’ tenure as CEO of HealthChoice, LLC, an offshoot of Methodist
Healthcare, overlapped with Methodist being engaged in a Medicare fraud and kickback scheme with
West Cancer Center that netted the company hundreds of millions of dollars. While not accused of any
wrongdoing directly, Graves was allegedly present at weekly meetings of Methodist executives. Methodist
paid the DOJ a $7.25 million settlement to end its investigation, while West Cancer Center paid a $2.6
million settlement to the whistleblowers who first brought the complaint. Graves served as West Cancer’s
CEO at the time of the settlement.

HIGHLIGHTS:
e Mitch Graves was nominated by President Trump to the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA).

e Graves was a longtime healthcare executive at Methodist Healthcare and affiliated
organizations. From 2014-2019, Graves served as CEO of HealthChoice, LLC, a Methodist
venture.

o During this time, Methodist executives were engaged in a Medicare fraud and kickback
scheme with West Cancer Center. Graves was allegedly present at weekly meetings of
Methodist executives. Methodist paid a $7.25 million settlement to the Department of
Justice for its role in the scheme.

o Graves would then go on to serve as CEO of West Cancer Center beginning in May
2019. In 2021, West Cancer Center paid $2.6 million to the whistleblowers who first
sounded the alarm about the scheme.

e Graves served on the board of the Memphis Light, Gas, and Water, his lone experience leading
a utility service.

o Graves was appointed to the board in 2016 by Memphis Mayor Jim Strickland. Graves
financially supported Strickland’s 2015 campaign through a $5,000 PAC donation and
proceeded to serve as a leader of Strickland’s mayoral transition team.

e While Graves served on the board of MLGW, the utility company agreed to a deal with Elon
Musk’s artificial intelligence company xAl to power a new datacenter in Memphis. The deal
included a commitment by the company to build upgraded capacity at a $760,000 cost to
taxpayers. The deal also included a non-disclosure agreement.

o MLGW urged the TVA to approve the power supply to xAl's data center, claiming costs
would not be borne by ratepayers and the datacenter’s presence would improve
infrastructure in the area.

o The data center has been criticized by the community and city council for a lack of
transparency and its increased emissions from un-permitted natural gas turbines. The
county where the data center is located already suffers from high rates of asthma and
poor air quality.




PROFESSIONAL TIMELINE ‘

July 2025 - Present: Nominee, Tennessee Valley Authority

May 2019 - Present: Chief Executive Officer, West Cancer Center and Research Institute

Jan. 2014 - Apr. 2019: Chief Executive Officer, HealthChoice, LLC

2016 - Present: Board Member, Memphis Light, Gas and Water

2006 - 2014: Chief Executive Office, Methodist Le Bonheur’s Affiliation Services Division
o Corporate Director of Finance

Sep. 1988 - Jan. 2006: Methodist Healthcare

Dates Unknown: Board Member, Church Health Center’s Finance Committee

Dates Unknown: Board Member, United Healthcare’s Executive Advisory Council

Dates Unknown: Board Member, Cigna National Health Care Advisory Council

Dates Unknown: Board Member, QSource

Dates Unknown: Board Member, Methodist Federal Credit Union

MITCH GRAVES WAS APPOINTED TO THE BOARD OF MEMPHIS LIGHT, GAS

AND WATER (MLGW) SUPPORTING THE MAYOR’S CAMPAIGN, AND LATER
HELPED GREENLIGHT ELON MUSK’S METHANE-EMITTING DATA CENTER

MITCH GRAVES WAS APPOINTED THE BOARD OF UTILITY COMPANY MLGW BY
MEMPHIS MAYOR STRICKLAND AFTER DONATING $5,000 TO HIS CAMPAIGN
AND LEADING HIS TRANSITION TEAM

Mitch Graves Was Appointed To The MLGW Board By Memphis Mayor Jim Strickland. “Memphis
Light, Gas and Water Division welcomed Mitch Graves as the newest member of its Board of
Commissioners. Graves was appointed by Memphis Mayor Jim Strickland and approved by the Memphis
City Council.” [MLGW, Press Release, 7/21/16]

Graves Donated $5,000 To The Conservatives for Effective Government PAC. “The most generous
donor to Conservatives for Effective Government was Orgel, who gave $57,500. [...] The filing also
showed a $10,000 donation from Michael E. Keeney, a Memphis-Shelby County Airport Authority board
member and the managing shareholder at law firm Lewis Thomason, and $5,000 donations each by
Boyle, Graves and Halperin.” [Commercial Appeal, 1/29/16]

e Conservatives For Effective Government Transferred $113,000 To The Pro-Strickland
Neighborhood Alliance PAC. “A group of well-known Memphis businessmen was behind a
political action committee that opposed former mayor A C Wharton's reelection last year,
according to the PAC's financial disclosure Thursday. Neighborhood Alliance PAC includes
several supporters of Mayor Jim Strickland, including developer and Shelby County Schools
board member Billy Orgel, Paul Boyle and Mark Halperin of real estate firm Boyle Investment
Company, and HealthChoice CEO Mitch Graves. [...] The PAC received all of its $113,000 in
donations in September from another PAC, Conservatives for Effective Government, according to
disclosures filed before the election. Conservatives for Effective Government received $132,500
in September from six people and one company, all from Memphis." [Commercial Appeal,
1/29/16]

Graves Served As A Leader Of Strickland’s Transition Team. “A City Council committee voted to
recommend approval of the appointments of HealthChoice CEO Mitch Graves to the Memphis Light, Gas
& Water Division board; and Strickland’s chief political strategist and ad man Steven Reid to the Alcohol
Commission. Graves was one of three leaders of Strickland’s transition team.” [Commercial Appeal,
6/21/16]
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GRAVES’ ANNUAL FINANCIAL DISCLOSURE SHOWED INVESTMENTS IN
NUMEROUS OIL, GAS, AND ENERGY COMPANIES

Graves Held Investments in Chevron Corporation. [MLGW Annual Financial Disclosure, accessed
8/28/25]

Graves Held Investments in Devon Energy. [MLGW Annual Financial Disclosure, accessed 8/28/25]

Graves Held Investments in Marathon Petroleum Corporation. [MLGW Annual Financial Disclosure,
accessed 8/28/25]

Graves Held Investments in NextEra Entergy Corporation. [MLGW Annual Financial Disclosure,
accessed 8/28/25]

THE MLGW AGREED TO A DEAL WITH, AND URGED THE TVA TO APPROVE,
ELON MUSK’S XAl DATACENTER IN MEMPHIS, WHICH EMITS AN
EXTRAORDINARY AMOUNT OF METHANE AND SIGNIFICANTLY INCREASES
STRESS ON MEMPHIS’ GRID

MLGW AGREED TO A DEAL POWERING ELON MUSK'’S Al DATA CENTER THAT
INCLUDED A CAPACITY UPGRADE PROJECT AT TAXPAYER EXPENSE AND A
NON-DISCLOSURE AGREEMENT

MLGW Reached A Deal With Elon Musk’s xAl To Provide Power To Its Memphis Artificial
Intelligence Data Center. “McGowen told the meeting that MLGW had been in discussions with xAl
about the project since March. The company has agreed to pay $1 million to upgrade the utility’s
distribution system, and it is hoped this will support additional water treatment facilities for use by
residents. Currently the site only has 8MW of power supplied by a nearby substation.” [Data Center
Dynamics, 7/12/24]

e MLGW Agreed To Upgrade Its Capacity For xAl At A Taxpayer Cost Of $760,000. “MLGW is
to upgrade capacity to 50MW in a project that will cost taxpayers $760,000, while xAl is pledging
to spend $24 million on a new substation providing an additional 150MW. McGowen said the
company believes it can complete this project more quickly and cheaply than MLGW. xAl would
receive monthly rebates from the utility until its costs are recouped and MLGW would then take
ownership of the substation.” [Data Center Dynamics, 7/12/24]

e MLGW Leadership Signed A Non-Disclosure Agreement With xAl. “Called xAl, it's a project
of Elon Musk, the CEO of Tesla and SpaceX. xAl is the latest industry that's come to the area
with little government oversight. The chamber and Memphis Gas, Light and Water Division
leadership signed a non-disclosure agreement, citing privacy of economic development.”
[Commercial Appeal, 7/25/24]

MLGW Wrote A Letter To The TVA Encouraging Approval Of xAl’s Facility. “MLGW said it does
recognize the ‘enormity of the request’ from xAl. The letter said: ‘In this era in which the need and
demand for electricity is growing exponentially, we do appreciate the community's concerns over whether
this will negatively impact the electrical grid. ‘Therefore, MLGW strongly encourages the TVA board to
condition approval of 150MW of power on xAl contractually agreeing to take measures to reduce stress
on the grid, especially during peak periods or extreme weather conditions.”” [Data Center Dynamics,
8/5/24]
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e MLGW Claimed That Costs Infrastructure Costs Will Not Be Borne By Ratepayers And
XAlI's Presence Will Improve Memphis Infrastructure. “In its letter to the TVA, MLGW
defended this move, and said: ‘The cost associated with the infrastructure improvements will not
be borne by the rate payers.’ [...] It added that xAl's presence in Memphis could help boost
infrastructure in the city, helping to fund the construction of a ‘greywater facility’ providing recycled
water for use by the company as well as other major local employers such as Nucor Steel.” [Data

Center Dynamics, 8/5/24]

THE DATA CENTER OPERATED MULTIPLE UNPERMITTED METHANE GAS
TURBINES, EXACERBATING HEALTH CRISES AND AIR QUALITY CRISIS FOR
THE SOUTH MEMPHIS COMMUNITY

XAl Operated 35 Methane Gas Turbines To Power Its Computers, Far Surpassing Its Permitted
Allotment. “On Wednesday, a coalition of conservation and community organizations shared new
information with the Shelby County Health Department that clearly shows xAl—a company founded by
Elon Musk to run X’s chatbot ‘Grok'—has nearly doubled the number of on-site gas turbines at its South
Memphis datacenter and is violating the Clean Air Act. Recently, the coalition obtained aerial images of
the xAl datacenter with the help of the organization SouthWings. Those images revealed that, in order to
power the facility, XAl is using 35 methane gas turbines—far more than previously known and more than
the company has submitted permit applications for. The number of turbines and extent of their emissions
means XAl is required to have what'’s called a ‘major source permit;’ however the datacenter continues to
illegally operate these turbines without any permit at all.” [Southern Environmental Law Center, 4/9/25]

e The Turbines Released Smog-Forming Pollutant NOx And Carcinogen Formaldehyde.
“xAl's gas turbines emit harmful pollution that worsens air quality throughout Memphis and
increases risks for asthma and other respiratory ilinesses. The dozens of turbines operating
outside the datacenter likely make xAl the largest industrial source of the smog-forming pollutant
NOx in Memphis, which has struggled with smog problems for years and is already not meeting
federal standards for ozone. The turbines also emit harmful chemicals like formaldehyde, which is
linked to types of cancers.” [Southern Environmental Law Center, 4/9/25]

e Nitrogen Dioxide Levels Around The Facility Have Increased 79%, And 9% In Neighboring
Boxtown Since The Facility Began Operations. “Researchers at the University of Tennessee,
Knoxville, at the request of TIME, ran an analysis on the air quality in South Memphis over the
last couple of years, based on public satellite data from NASA and the European Space Agency.
They found that average concentrations of nitrogen dioxide have increased by 3% when
comparing the periods before June 2024 and afterward. They also found that peak nitrogen
dioxide concentration levels have increased by 79% from pre-xAl levels in areas immediately
surrounding the data center, and by 9% in nearby Boxtown.” [Time Magazine, 8/13/25]

Shelby County, Where The Facility Is Located, Received An F Grade From The American Lung
Association And Ranked Seventh In Asthma Related Deaths Nationwide. “Knox knows all too well
that Memphis’s air wasn’t exactly clean before xAl arrived. Shelby County received an F from the
American Lung Association’s most recent State of the Air’s ozone report. The city ranks second in the
nation in terms of asthma-related ED visits in the nation and seventh in asthma-related deaths. And the
city’s ozone levels regularly exceed national minimum air quality standards.” [Time Magazine, 8/13/25]

THE NAACP URGED MLGW AND THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT TO CEASE
OPERATIONS OF THE XAl FACILITY AND TO OPEN AN INVESTIGATION INTO ITS
HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

The NAACP Accused The MLGW And Shelby County Health Department Of Ignoring Public
Concerns And Approving The Project Without Transparency. “The NAACP addressed Dr. Michelle
Taylor, director and health officer of Shelby County Health Department, and the Memphis Light, Gas and



https://www.datacenterdynamics.com/en/news/utility-firm-mlgw-defends-support-of-xai-data-center-in-memphis-tennessee/
https://www.selc.org/press-release/new-images-reveal-elon-musks-xai-datacenter-has-nearly-doubled-its-number-of-polluting-unpermitted-gas-turbines/
https://www.selc.org/press-release/new-images-reveal-elon-musks-xai-datacenter-has-nearly-doubled-its-number-of-polluting-unpermitted-gas-turbines/
https://time.com/7308925/elon-musk-memphis-ai-data-center/
https://time.com/7308925/elon-musk-memphis-ai-data-center/

Water board of commissioners to shut down Elon Musk’s xAl data center in South Memphis, citing illegal
operations and health risks. In a letter dated Thursday, May 29, the NAACP says xAl has been running 35
gas turbines without permits, violating clean air laws. They accuse officials of ignoring public concerns
and allowing xAl to operate without transparency or accountability.” [Action News 5, 6/1/25]

The NAACP Called For A Shut Down Of The Facility And An Investigation Into Clean Air
Violations. “In a letter dated Thursday, May 29, the NAACP says xAl has been running 35 gas turbines
without permits, violating clean air laws. The NAACP demands a full investigation, penalties for violations,
and an emergency shutdown to protect community health.” [Action News 5, 6/1/25]

GRAVES SERVED AS CEO OF HEALTHCHOICE, A METHODIST LE BONHEUR
HEALTHCARE VENTURE, WHILE METHODIST LEADERSHIP ENGAGED IN

MEDICARE FRAUD WITH THE WEST CANCER CENTER

WHILE HE WAS CEO OF HEALTHCHOICE, METHODIST HEALTHCARE WAS A
SUBJECT OF A WHISTLEBLOWER COMPLAINT AND DOJ LAWSUIT ALLEGING
MEDICARE FRAUD

HEALTHCHOICE WAS A JOINT VENTURE OF METHODIST LE BONHEUR
HEALTHCARE

Graves Was CEO Of HealthChoice From 2014-2019. [LinkedIn, accessed 8/28/25]

e HealthChoice Was A Joint Venture Of Methodist Le Bonheur And MetroCare Physicians.
“Mitch Graves has been named the new chief executive officer of West Cancer Center &
Research Institute, the healthcare company announced Tuesday. Most recently, Graves was
CEO of HealthChoice, a joint venture between Methodist Le Bonheur Healthcare and MetroCare
Physicians.” [Commercial Appeal, 4/10/19]

METHODIST HEALTHCARE AND WEST CANCER CENTER SETTLED A LAWSUIT
BROUGHT BY THE DOJ FOR VIOLATING THE FALSE CLAIMS ACT BY
CONDUCTING A REFERRAL AND KICKBACK SCHEME FROM 2011-2019

The Department Of Justice Filed A Lawsuit Against Methodist Healthcare For Paying Unlawful
Kickbacks To West Cancer Center. “The United States today filed a complaint in intervention alleging
violations of the False Claims Act (FCA) and the Anti-Kickback Statute (AKS) by Methodist Le Bonheur
Healthcare (MLH) and Methodist Healthcare Memphis Hospitals (collectively, Methodist), for paying
unlawful kickbacks to West Clinic, P.C. (West) in exchange for West’s patient referrals, announced U.S.
Attorney Mark H. Wildasin for the Middle District of Tennessee.” [Department of Justice, 4/11/22]

Methodist And West Operated A Scheme Wherein West Would Refer Patients To Methodist, Who
Would Provide Cancer Care At Greater Rates Of Medicare Reimbursements. “The complaint sets
forth in detail the unlawful kickbacks, disguised through a sophisticated business integration wherein
Methodist purchased substantially all of the outpatient locations of the largest oncology practice in the
Memphis area, owned by West. At the time of the arrangement, Methodist lacked a comprehensive
cancer treatment center. The multi-agreement transaction purported to be a lawful way to allow West's
patients to be treated at Methodist locations by West-employed physicians for outpatient and inpatient
services, with West providing management services to Methodist’s adult oncology service line. As a result
of the deal, Methodist would receive increased Medicare reimbursements relating to the cancer care.”
[Department of Justice, 4/11/22]

e Methodist Then Gave Kick Backs To West Disguised As Payments For Management
Services. “Through the deal, Methodist provided an immediate influx of millions of dollars in cash
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to West through its purchase of certain assets, as well as the ACORN investment, which resulted
in a repayment of $3.5 million in debt owed to West and its shareholder, Dr. Schwartzberg.
Kickbacks for the revenues Methodist generated from the West referrals, however, were
disguised as payments Methodist made to West during the seven years of the deal, and
expressly for certain services that were supposed to be — but were not — provided under the
management services agreement.” [Department of Justice, 4/11/22]

e West Previously Referred Patients To A Methodist Competitor Before The Deal. As a result
of the transaction, Methodist, which prior to the deal had no outpatient cancer treatment, was able
to establish a new stream of income in the reimbursements for outpatient treatment that
previously went to West. Methodist also realized a huge increase in referrals for inpatient services
from West, which previously referred the bulk of its patients to Methodist’s competitors, including
Baptist Memorial Hospital.” [Department of Justice, 4/11/22]

METHODIST AGREED TO A $7.25 MILLION SETTLEMENT TO RESOLVE
ALLEGATIONS OF SUBMITTING FALSE CLAIMS TO MEDICARE, VIOLATING THE
FALSE CLAIMS ACT, AND ENGAGING IN A KICKBACK SCHEME

The DOJ And Methodist Agreed To A $7.25 Million Settlement To Resolve The Allegations. “The
DOJ And Methodist Agreed To A $7.25 Million Settlement To Resolve The False Claim Act Lawsuit.
United States Attorney Henry C. Leventis announced today that Methodist Le Bonheur Healthcare and
Methodist Healthcare-Memphis Hospitals (‘Methodist’) have paid $7,250,000 to resolve allegations that
Methodist violated the False Claims Act. This settlement resolves allegations that Methodist caused the
submission of false claims to Medicare that resulted from improper financial arrangements between
Methodist and the West Clinic, PLLC (‘the West Clinic’), including kickbacks that Methodist paid to the
West Clinic as part of its affiliation with the West Clinic.” [Department of Justice, Press Release, 1/4/24]

THE CASE WAS FIRST BROUGHT BY TWO WHISTLEBLOWERS WHO ALLEGED
MILLIONS OF DOLLARS IN PROFITS FROM THE SCHEME AND NAMED GRAVES
AS A MEMBER OF WEEKLY METHODIST EXECUTIVE MEETINGS

WHISTLEBLOWERS ALLEGED THAT METHODIST PAID WEST CLINIC
HUNDREDS OF MILLIONS IN CASH PAYMENTS TO REWARD REFERRALS AND
MADE HUNDREDS OF MILLIONS FROM THE 340B DRUG DISCOUNT PROGRAM

Methodist Allegedly Paid West Physicians Over $400 Million In Cash Payments From 2012-2018.
“From 2012 through 2018, the Methodist Defendants paid West Clinic physicians over $400 million in
cash payments in a scheme to induce and reward referrals of cancer patients for hospital admissions,
infusion drug therapy, radiation therapy, outpatient procedures, and ancillary services.” [United States
District Court, Complaint, 12/13/2019]

Methodist Allegedly Made Over $500 Million In Profits From The 340B Program, 50 Percent Of
Which Came From West Referrals. “The Methodist Defendants’ illegal payments to West Clinic
physicians included sharing drug profits with these physicians. During the years 2012-2018, Methodist
participated in the 340B Drug Discount Program that gives deep discounts on outpatient drugs to eligible
hospitals. During the years of its ‘partnership’ with West Clinic physicians, Methodist’s profits from the
340B Program exceeded $500 million and West Clinic physicians’ referrals accounted for over 50 percent
of these drug profits.” [United States District Court, Complaint, 12/13/2019

ACCORDING TO THE WHISTLEBLOWER COMPLAINT, GRAVES WAS PRESENT
AT WEEKLY MEETINGS OF METHODIST SENIOR EXECUTIVES
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Graves Was Present At Weekly “Kitchen Cabinet Meetings” Between Methodist Executives.
“During the time period 2011-2017, Dr. Stern also attended many meetings with Methodist’s senior
executives called ‘Kitchen Cabinet Meetings’ usually held at the office of Methodist CEO Gary Shorb.
These meetings were commonly scheduled on a weekly basis. These meetings were usually attended by
Methodist CEO Gary Shorb, CFO Chris McLean, COO Michael Ugwueke, Executive Vice-President
Donna Abney, Chief of HR Carol Ross-Spang, Healthchoice CEO Mitch Graves, and Senior Vice
President of Public Policy and Regulatory Affairs Cato Johnson.” [United States District Court, Complaint,
12/13/2019

GRAVES BECAME THE CEO OF WEST CANCER CENTER IN 2019 AND SETTLED
WITH THE WHISTLEBLOWERS IN 2020

In 2020, West Reached A Settlement With The Whistleblowers. “Late in 2020, as the government
appeared to be on the fence, West reached a settlement agreement with the whistleblowers, and in early
February 2021 was dismissed from the suit.” [Cancer Letter, 3/18/22]

e West Paid A Total Of 2.6 Million To The Whistleblowers And Agreed To Produce
Documents And Interviews Of Senior Staff About The Scheme. “In December 2020, the
relators informed the court that they had reached a settlement agreement with the West
defendants. Upon settlement, on Feb. 9, 2021, the West defendants were dismissed from the
case. The relators Liebman and Stern settled the case for $1.3 million and another $1.3 million in
legal costs. According to court documents, as part of the settlement, West produced claims data
and documents, and agreed to have the relators’ counsel interview West's former CEO, Erich
Mounce, former CFO Ron Davis, and physicians Brad Somer, Kurt Tauer, and Lee
Schwartzberg.” [Cancer Letter, 3/18/22]

The Federal Government Attempted To Include West In The Federal Lawsuit After The Documents
And Testimony From West Executives, But Was Blocked By A District Judge. “But the feds
apparently found the testimony and documents provided by West so compelling that they decided to join
the case—and sought to add West back in as a defendant. On Oct. 8, 2021, the government filed a
petition to intervene and bring West back in. In a ruling March 11, 2022, Judge William L. Campbell of the
U.S. District Court for the Middle District of Tennessee partially granted the government’s request to
intervene. His ruling is bad news for Methodist, which will now face the federal government in court.”
[Cancer Letter, 3/18/22]

e Graves Celebrated The Judge’s Decision And Called The Lawsuit A “Distraction.” “West
CEO Mitch Graves said the practice was relieved to see the lawsuit go away. ‘It is great news that
the court agreed with our arguments on why West should remain dismissed from this case,’
Graves said. ‘As we have previously stated, our patients are our top priority, and this lawsuit was
a distraction to our mission of providing outstanding cancer care.” [Cancer Letter, 3/18/22]

GRAVES SERVED AS AN EXECUTIVE WITHIN THE METHODIST LE BONHEUR
HEALTHCARE SYSTEM, WHILE THE ORGANIZATION WAS AGGRESSIVELY

PURSUING MEDICAL DEBT REPAYMENT STRATEGIES AGAINST LOW-INCOME
MEMPHIANS

MITCH GRAVES MADE NEARLY $2.7 MILLION DURING THE SAME PERIOD THAT
METHODIST FILED MORE THAN 8,300 MEDICAL DEBT LAWSUITS AGAINST
PATIENTS BETWEEN 2014 AND 2018, INCLUDING AGAINST LOW-INCOME
MEMPHIANS AND ITS OWN EMPLOYEES



https://interactive.localmemphis.com/PDFS/Methodist.PDF
https://cancerletter.com/the-cancer-letter/20220318_1/
https://cancerletter.com/the-cancer-letter/20220318_1/
https://cancerletter.com/the-cancer-letter/20220318_1/
https://cancerletter.com/the-cancer-letter/20220318_1/

From 2014 To 2018 Methodist Filed More Than 8,300 Medical Debt Lawsuits, Per ProPublica. “From
2014 through 2018, Methodist filed more than 8,300 lawsuits, according to an MLK50-ProPublica analysis
of Shelby County General Sessions Court records.” [ProPublica, 6/27/19]

Methodist Has Pursued Aggressive Repayment Strategies Against Its Own Low-Income
Employees For Medical Debt. “Since 2014, Methodist has sued dozens of its workers for unpaid
medical bills, including a hospital housekeeper sued in 2017 for more than $23,000. That year,
she told the court, she made $16,000. She’s in a court-ordered payment plan, but in the case of
more than 70 other employees, Methodist has garnished the wages it pays them to recoup its
medical charges.” [ProPublica, 6/27/19]
Over The Same Period, Mitch Graves Received $2,674,918 In Executive Pay.

e 2014: $455,919 [ProPublica]

e 2015: $531,945 [ProPublica]

e 2016: $499,453 [ProPublica]

e 2017: $561,482 [ProPublica]

e 2018: $626,119 [ProPublica]

METHODIST’S METHODS ARE RARE AMONGST PEERS, AND EXTREME IN ITS
REFUSAL TO SUPPORT DEBT-BURDENED PATIENTS

Unlike Many Of Its Peers, Methodist Owns A Licensed Collection Agency, And Operates A
Financial Assistance Policy That “All But Ignores Patients” Who Have Any Form Of Health
Insurance. “[Methodist’s] handling of poor patients begins with a financial assistance policy that, unlike
many of its peers around the country, all but ignores patients with any form of health insurance, no matter
their out-of-pocket costs. If they are unable to afford their bills, patients then face what experts say is rare:
A licensed collection agency owned by the hospital.” [ProPublica, 6/27/19]

Methodist Has Some Of The Least Generous Financial Assistance Policies In The State.
“The Affordable Care Act, former President Barack Obama’s signature health care legislation, is
best known for expanding access to health insurance coverage. But it also imposed new
requirements on nonprofit hospitals, namely that they have charity care policies and share them
with patients. But the rules do not specify how generous those policies must be — and Methodist
is among the least generous in the state, according to MLK50-ProPublica’s review of policies at
Tennessee nonprofit hospitals.” [ProPublica, 6/27/19]

Similar Hospital Systems Refuse To Enforce Wage Garnishments, Lien Reporting, And Other
“Extraordinary” Tactics Of Repayment. “Some of Methodist Hospital’s cousins — health systems
affiliated with the United Methodist Church — also don’t sue patients. That’s the case with Methodist
Health System, which operates four hospitals in the Dallas area. The collection policy of the
seven-hospital Houston Methodist system states: ‘At no time will Houston Methodist impose extraordinary
collection actions such as wage garnishments,’ liens on homes, or credit bureau notification. ‘We are a
faith-based institution and we don’t believe taking extraordinary measures to seek bill payments is
consistent with our mission and values,’ a Houston Methodist spokesperson said by email.” [ProPublica,
6/27/19]
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